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In general Dr. Gamertsfelder's criticisms add nothing to criticisms that 
have frequently been made; but he works out in detailed and careful fashion 
some of the crucial difficulties in the system. Nevertheless he leaves himself 
open to the reply which Dr. Bosanquet makes to his critics in his discussion con- 
cerning "Appearances and the Absolute" in the November number of this 
Review. For, as the preceding quotations at least suggest, he constantly 
tends to take finite appearances at their face value. Moreover, the careful 
reader will not fail to note that the disjunction between the finite and infinite 
experience implied in the above quotations, and many other of the author's 
critical assumptions, are contrary to the fundamental principle of Dr. 
Bosanquet's whole philosophy. Gertrude C. Bussey. 

Goucher College, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Les maladies de V 'esprit et les Asthenics. Par Albert Deschamps. Paris, 

Alcan, 1919. — pp. xv, 740. 

In this voluminous work Dr. Deschamps develops the conception, akin 
to that of Janet but much more thoroughly elaborated and widely applied, 
that the fundamental problem in all mental troubles is insufficiency and incom- 
pleteness. The mentally sick person is an asthenic: he never finishes the 
constructive psychic work necessary for complete adaptation to reality. The 
rases most amenable to psychic treatment are those where the incompleteness 
is on the logical plane and is due to an emotional shock (an emotion is defined 
as a momentary psychic incapacity to suit the reaction to the stimulus) : here 
the patient can be reasoned with and enlightened as to the causes and mechan- 
isms of his insufficient adaptations to reality. Freud's doctrines are, Dr. 
Deschamps thinks, more novel in words than in ideas, psychoanalysis having 
been widely practiced before his time; on the exaggeration of the sexual 
motive in the Freudian theory the author comments that in the Latin societies 
suppressions of this type are perhaps less common than in Protestant countries. 

Psychic treatment has its limitations, however; where the lack of energy 
is manifested on a lower plane than the logical, physical means must be sought, 
and in all cases the most exhaustive physical diagnosis must be made. Thus 
the author ranges himself against such psychotherapists as Dubois. Asthenia 
is at bottom a defect in biological energy: the asthenic person is one who, 
whether the cause is accessible by physical or psychic means, has become a 
poor transformer of the chemical energy of his nourishment into the kinetic 
energy of his movements. Margaret Floy Washburn. 

Vassar College. 

Relativity. The Special and General Theory., By Albert Einstein. Trans- 
lated by Robert W. Lawson. New York, Henry Holt and Co., 1920. — 
pp. xiii, 168. 
This little book is a translation of a late edition of Einstein's popular 

account of his "special" theory of relativity, and of the later and more highly 
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developed "general" theory. The text is intended for attentive readers 
without special training in physics or mathematics, and its aim is "to present 
the main ideas in the simplest and most intelligible form, and on the whole 
in the sequence and connection in which they actually originated." Einstein 
goes about this task in the right way. He does not talk about the theory, he 
actually develops its characteristic features. The exposition gains in clearness 
by the use of well chosen concrete illustrations, and each distinct step of the 
argument is presented in a separate short section with its own caption. This 
is exactly the sort of thing that the serious general reader wants. Two brief 
appendices describe the Lorentz transformation and Minkowski's four-dimen- 
sional space, for readers who have a little mathematics; and the author has 
provided a new appendix on the experimental confirmations of the theory. 
The translator has added a portrait, a biographical note, a short bibliography, 
and an index. The translation is clear, and the book is well printed. 

J. E. Trevor. 
Cornell University. 
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The Meaning and the Problem of Philosophy. By G. R. Malkani. Amalner, 
Indian Institute of Philosophy. — pp. 26. 

Some Modern Conceptions of Natural Law. By Marie T. Collins. Cornell 
Studies in Philosophy, No. 12. New York., Longmans Green and Co., 
1920. — pp. 104. 

Instinct and the Unconscious. By W. H. R. Rivers. Cambridge, The Uni- 
versity Press, 1920. — pp. viii, 252. 

The Secrets of the Self. By Sheikh Muhammed Iqbal. Translated from the 
Persian with Introduction and Notes by Reynold A. Nicholson. London, 
Macmillan and Co., 1920. — pp. xxxii, 148. 

Bergson and His Philosophy. By J. Alexander Gunn. With an Introduc- 
tion by Alexander Mair. New York, E. P. Dutton. — pp. xxii, 190. 

The Philosophy of Don Hasdai Crescas. By Meyer Waxman. New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1920. — pp. xii, 162. 

The Secret of Happiness, or Salvation Through Growth. By Edmond Holmes. 
New York, E. P. Dutton. — pp. x, 360. 

Fugitive Essays. By Josiah Royce. With an Introduction by J. Loewenberg. 
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1920. — pp. 430. 

Collected Essays and Reviews. By William James. New York, Longmans, 
Green and Co., 1920. — pp. x, 560. 

The Gateway Out of Time and Space. By Victor A. Endersby. Denver, 
The Infant Press. — pp. 64. 



